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LISTA MAISANTA/NATIVA LIBERADA. nerve monitoring during thyroid surgery: an update. Ultrasonic
neuromonitoring of the vagus nerve (VNM) to identify a vagal injury during thyroidectomy has now

been performed safely on more than 75 patients in the last 5 years. The surgical and
anesthesiologist benefits of VNM were a decrease in the incidence of postoperative vocal cord palsy
from 6.7% to 4.9% and a decrease in mortality from 0% to 0.3%--as well as a decrease in the length
of stay and cost of care. The surgeon's benefits include a decrease in the incidence of an injury from

3.2% to 1.4% and a decrease in the incidence of bradycardia from 5.5% to 2.3% of thyroids. This
strategy has been enthusiastically embraced by our colleagues in Japan, who are the pioneers in the

field. The use of VNM has also been embraced by most of our counterparts in Europe. The few
groups that have not adopted VNM uniformly have thyroid surgery with little concern for, and

subsequent exclusion of, the vagus nerve. The American Association of Endocrine Surgeons has
adopted and promoted the strategy of VNM during thyroid surgery, but has set no uniform standards

for this procedure. Although some surgeons have been very active in incorporating VNM into their
practice and others are anxious to consider the procedure, a unified approach to the use of VNM has
not been forthcoming. In an effort to bring these diverse groups together, a committee has been set

up by the three major thyroid societies in the United States (AAES, NCGE, ATA) to assess the
literature and develop a uniform application of VNM and to study the clinical applicability of this
technique.Last season's signing of Dwight Powell was an important move for the Blazers, but the

guard is taking the long view to his 6d1f23a050
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