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.. It was a bit of a misnomer to say that the UK was a nation of ‘austerity’. Of course there are regional differences. There are people who are worse off than before. But there are also successes. We share the same British institutions and culture. The British are not ‘low taxes, big state’ people and we are not particularly
good at building our own infrastructure. But no state in the western world has been better at giving its people support in tough times. We helped the Greeks survive in the economic crisis of the 1990s. We bailed out the Irish banks in the early 2000s. We poured money into Romania after the Romanian crisis. We bought
the ex-German Gilden pension scheme which was bankrupt. And we supported Iceland and other small states when their financial systems started to collapse. If the UK can continue to give this level of support in our own national crisis, then we should. The choice is not between a bigger state or a smaller state, but
between a state that helps its people, and a state that does not. Yes, we have seen very expensive failures which we have to pay for. But we have learned what not to do. The UK is not on the edge of a precipice. We do not need to be afraid. We need to be determined. We will be better for our children and grandchildren
than we have been for the past couple of generations. There is no threat. There is no collapse. We are on the brink of a great transformation. None of this is to imply that we should not be afraid. But we should be afraid of what we were told a while ago. The UK is broke. The welfare state is broken. We are even told we are
going to have an ‘age of austerity’. Our children and our grandchildren are going to live in a richer, healthier, happier Britain. The system we have has failed. It cannot carry on for ever. We need to be bold, inventive and creative. And very imaginative. Who would have thought that one of the less economically powerful
parts of Europe could be the birthplace of the post-national state? Not me, that’s for sure. This is the fourth and final post of a series on the ‘post-national state’.Creating independent living for people with brain injury is essential. That's why we’re making it easier
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