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remission in patients with rheumatoid arthritis, “and there is a great

need for medical attention to prevent further disability and damage to
joints in these patients.” In 2017, medical researchers from Spain
found that daurinol, an extract from the French lilac, “can induce

osteoblast differentiation, and in fact, osteoblast-osteoclast
dynamics.” LEAP Based on the research into the anti-arthritic

properties of daurinol and other isoprenoids, Dr. Alberto Encinas and
Dr. Uwe Eder, medicinal chemists at “The University of Leeds,”

worked on synthesizing daurinol itself, the “active part of daurinol.” In
early 2018, a research team from the University of Leeds presented a
paper on their synthesis: “an improved and easily scalable process for

the synthesis of daurinol, a key intermediate for the synthesis of
novel cyclohexapeptide analogues.” Last week, Dr. Encinas and Dr.

Eder, in collaboration with the University of Leeds, published a paper
in the Journal of Chemical Information and Modeling titled: “Towards

the Synthesis of Daurinol and Its Analogues.” The authors explain that
their goal in developing a synthesis for daurinol is to “facilitate access

to this extremely important compound for further studies, for
example in drug discovery efforts.” They outline a four-step synthesis

of daurinol that is “scalable to large amounts of daurinol and
derivatives thereof.” For example, using this synthesis, researchers

could make daurinol in very large quantities as a result of “the nature
of the individual reactions involved in this route, which do not present
any challenging difficulties in practical terms.” Based on those early
findings, the researchers then synthesized four derivatives of daurin
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