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This month's new feature update from Topaz A.l. Gigapixel changes the
software to iOS 13, and it looks good. I've been using A.l. Gigapixel 3.0.6
since v1, and this new version is the most stable/functional version I've
ever used. There has been quite a lot of work done since then, and it
looks good. | realize that some software manufacturers don't respect GPL,
but Topazlabs is using a copyleft license and are very open about
licensing, so Topaz are no different to any other graphic arts software
company. | also have philosophical objections, which | will admit right
away are not entirely defensible, but which trump any other reasons. In a
nutshell, tools like Gigapixel Al are taking us further and further into the
realm of computational photography. One of the things I've loved about
photography is that it can be indexical -- showing us what was there. The
more we use software to add things that weren't there, the less indexical
photography becomes. That's not a good fit for the photography | want to
do. So my conclusion is that the reason why it costs them is that there is a
large number of small businesses that Apple will have to undercut on
price. It is a more complicated issue than simply. If they make the same
as a competing piece of software with the same features (which they do
not, Apple has the advantage of being the device that will run the
software), there is no reason to pay for more features (in the software).
However, Gigapixel is not an example of clever programming in that it
fails to solve a hard problem. What's hard about enhancing images is they
have no "preferred" exposure, lighting, or exposure compensation. | have
tried Gigapixel Al with my own photographs, and | can't tell which ones it
has fixed better than the others. It gets a rating of "Acceptable."”
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